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RECEIVED

June 26, 2009 UL 0 62000
Mr. Joseph Torsella PA. STATE BOARD
Chairperson of the Board QF EDUCATION:

State Board of Education
333 Market Street
‘Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333

Dear Mr. Torsella,

At the May 26, 2009 meeting of the Centennial School District Board of School
Directors, the attached resolution was approved unanimously. This resolution “opposes
the State Board of Education proposals to enact GCA/Keystone Exams and any other
regulations or legislation that usurp the authority of local school districts to determine
whether their students have earned high school diplomas” for the reasons stated within
the resolution. .

For more than 11 years, the Centennial School Board has been an advocate for
standards-based curriculum and instruction, and rigorous local assessment of student
proficiency. On behalf of our students, we urge you to critically question any proposal
that lessens the importance of local assessments of proficiency.

Sincerely, ;L ==

< Shdmtpuet

Sandy M Homel
Acting Superintendent of Schools :

SMH/caj
Attachment
pc: Mr. Reinboth, President of the Centennial School District Board of School Directors
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RESOLUTION OPPOSING PROPOSED - .
HIGH SCHOOL GCA/KEYSTONE. EXAMS

’ by the Board of School Directors S

- Centennial School District - B TEe it

May 26, 2009 i N

WHEREAS, the Centennial School District is currentl y preparmg all students for-.‘_ o

success in college and the workplace; and _ , : i T

WHEREAS, students who have passed the local proﬁCJem,y evaluatlons and-
have historically experienced placement and success in college could be denied
' the opportunity to attend even after offers of aamlssmn have oeen granted and - -

WHEREAS, in the Centennial School Dlstnct students who have not scoredv ::- :

Proficient on the PSSA have shown understandlng of State standards through a
variety of other assessments including portfolios, oral presentations, hands -on
demonstrations, and other methods; and ~ :

‘WHEREAS, the PSSAs and local assessments already prov1de d1str1cts w1th.“
ifformation about students in need of remediation, and another layer of testmg
will only confirm what is already known; and; : » :

WHEREAS, the State Wlthout regulatory change can extend techmcal and
financial assistance to districts already known to be strugglmg, and : 3

WHEREAS verification of the Vahdlty of these alternatlve assessments would .- ¥

be required every six years and would be costly” to. school districts- and
administration in both time and money, giving districts no choice but to.
- “voluntarily” use the GCA,’Keystone Exams rather than incur - ure ﬁnanmar

burden associated with the validation process; and

WHEREAS, the monies required by the districts for verification of the val1d1ty
of alternative assessments would require expenditures that Would be better spent

-~ in classrooms and

WHEREAS the cr1ter1a for local assessments are undeﬁned and may d1scourage .
aszse ) 'ts,that Would be. beneﬁc1a1 for, dlverse learners and g R tepn

WHEREAS the addition of the GCA/Keystone Exams would reduce the number.;
of instructional days and impose an unreasonable load of hlgh-stakes testmg on
students who are already facing a burden of stressful standardized tests; and -
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WHEREAS, the introduction of GCA/Keystone Exams amounts to a state-
controlled cwriculim that reduces the District’s ability to provide a curriculum
based cn compiunity needs and- desires foi education that foeuses on developing
in studenis a passion for learning, personal integrity, the pursuit of excellence,
and social responsibility; and c

WHEREAS, the GCA/Keystone Exams will not measure 21% Century skills
employers are seeking and will take away instructional time that should be used
for developing skills set in the areas of leadershlp, collaboration, creativity, and

technology; and

"WHEREAS, the U\,A,’ixeyswne Exams wiil have confmuing economic 1r1pa<‘t
on districls operating uncer Act 1 fiscal constraints and on taspayais acicss the

55

Commenwaaith, and these required expenditures have no proof of ,cost

*
. ot
eftcotiveness, and

WHEREAS, the Stwate, naving already. identified best practices related tc loca
proficiency assessments, can share these methods with all districts without the
need to add GCA/Keystone Examinations and related expenses;

MOW THEREFORE; BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of 'School Directors
of the Centennial Schoel District opposes the State Board of Education proposais
to enact GCA/Keystone Exams and any other regulations or legislation that usurp
the authority of local school districts to determine whether their students have
earned high school diplomas. This resolution will be shared with the State Board
of Education, legislators, including local legislators and members of the Senate
and House Education Committees, and the Iudependent Regulatory Review

Commission.
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Secretary, Board of School Directors President, Board of School Directors
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